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Commencement 


1854-1954 


"In  1851,  the  first  class  (which  graduated  in  1854),  fifteen  in 
number,  entered  upon  their  course.  On  the  18th  of  July,  1852,  the 
cornerstone  of  the  first  edifice  was  laid  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  Rev.  Aratus  Kent,  of  Galena,  who  may  be 
called  the  father  of  the  Seminary,  since  to  him,  more  than  any 
other  man,  it  owed  its  inception  and  development.  The  text  of 
his  address:  "That  our  daughters  may  be  as  cornerstones  pol- 
ished after  the  similitude  of  a  palace,'  suggests  both  the  place 
and  the  power  of  woman,  as  the  essential  and  purifying  element 
in  Christian  civilization,  whose  center  is  the  home  and  whose 
crown  is  righteousness  and  love." 

—From  MEMORIALS  OF  ANNA  P.  SILL,  First  Principal 
of  Rockford  Female  Seminary,  1849-1889. 
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Dedication 


Nineteen  hundred  fifty-four  will  be  a  year  long  remembered  in  Rockford 
College  history.  On  the  one  hand  it  marks  an  event  to  be  greeted  with  pride  and 
a  renewed  confidence  in  the  future  of  a  distinguished  institution  which  has  long 
served  the  interests  of  education.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Rockford  family  must 
view,  with  profound  regret,  the  culmination  of  a  brilliant  seventeen  years  of 
service  so  ably  provided  by  its  president.  Dr.  Mary  Ashby  Cheek. 

The  one  hundredth  commencement  marks  a  milestone  in  the  college's 
achievement  and  portends  even  greater  potentialities  of  accomplishment, 
especially  when  they  rest  so  securely  on  the  'demonstrable  successes  of  the 
past.  In  like  manner,  Dr.  Cheek's  own  career  represents  the  essential  distillation 
of  the  spirit  which  has  made  Rockford  College  the  vital  institution  it  is. 

It  is  therefore  fitting  that  we,  the  Rockford  College  family,  dedicate  this 
book  to  Dr.  Cheek.  It  is  a  capsule  record  of  one  year,  of  many  years,  unique  and 
yet  sustained  by  a  rich  tradition,  preserving  that  which  is  substantial  while 
adopting  aspects  of  refreshing  novelty. 

To  achieve  such  a  delicate  balance  between  the  values  of  the  past  and 
the  present,  broad  vision  and  deep  perception  is  required.  Dr.  Cheek  has  such 
perspective.  Rockford's  regret  at  the  departure  of  such  a  distinguished  woman 
can  be  mitigated  only  by  the  thought  that  her  services  will  be  continued  and  that 
others,  beyond  the  college  family,  will  come  to  know  the  meaning  of  the  selfless 
dedication  which  has  defined  the  life  of  Dr.  Mary  Ashby  Cheek. 


faculty  and  Immigration 


Faculty 


MILDRED  F.  BERRY.  Ph.  D. 
Professor  of  Speech  and 
American  Literature 


HERMON  H.  CONWELL.  Ph.  D. 
Visiting  Professor  of 
Mathematics 


MARGARET  BATES.  M.  A.  ALICE  M.  BAUXAR.  M.  A. 

Instructor  in  History  Associate   Professor  of 

Home  Economics 
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LORENA  M.  CHURCH.  L.  H.  D. 
Professor  of  English 


PHILIP  B.  DEDRICK,  B.  F.  A. 
Instructor  in  Art 


IRENE  R.  DOERR.  B.  A. 
Instructor  in  Physiology 
and  Anatomy 


DIETER  DUX,  Ph.  D. 
Associate  Professor  of 
Political  Science 


ANDREAS  FUGMANN 
Professor  of  Music 


BEATRICE  J.  HANNAH,  Ph.  D. 
Associate  Professor  of 
Comparative  Literature 


JEREMY  INGALLS,  M.  A. 
Assistant  Professor  of 
English 


A.  FRANCES  JOHNSON,  Ph.  D. 
Professor  of  Mathematics  and 
Physics 


ANDRENE  KAUFFMAN,  M.  F.  A. 
Associate  Professor  of  Art 


MARY  DEARING  LEWIS.  Ph.  D. 
Assistant  Professor  of 
English 


R.  D.  MULLINIX,  Ph.  D. 
Professor  Meritus  of 
Chemistry 


DORIS  PULLMAN.  Ph.  D. 
Assistant  Professor  of 
Economics 


GEORGE  REMINGTON,  M.  A.  MYRTLE  D.  RICHER.  M.  A.  MABEL  L.  STAUDINGER.  Ph.  D. 

Instructor  in  English  Associate  Professor  of  Professor  of  Spanish 

Home  Economics 


DOROTHY  R.  STEWART.  Ph.  D.  RUTH  B.  TORRENCE,  M.  A.  EDITHA  UNDERHILL.  M.  S. 

Professor  of  Zoology  and  Assistant  Professor  of  Associate  Professor  of 

Physiology  the  Dance  Chemistry 


DONALD  WALHOUT,  Ph.  D. 
Assistant  Professor  of 
Philosophy 


GINA  WASSING.  M.  A. 
Instructor  in  Modern 
Languages 


BARBARA  WOLF,  B.  S. 
Assistant  in  Physical 
Education 


MARY  H.  B.  WOLLNER.  Ph.  D. 
Assistant  Professor  of 
Education 


Administration 


DONALD  V.  STOPHLET,  Ph.  M. 
Secretary  of  the  College 


MARY  WILSON.  B.  S. 
Director  of  Residence  Halls 


KATHLEEN  WORZALLA.  B.  A. 
Director  of  Public 
Information 


Marion  B.  Beaven.  Lillie  Johnson. 
"Lists,  lists,  and  more  lists." 


Lorraine  Kenny.  Jean  Sharpe. 
"Good  bookworms  turn  off  the  lights. 


Administrative  Staffs 


Grace  Spiekerman.  Florence  W.  Schenck.  Diva  Powers. 
"Money,  money,  money." 


Ann  Bluedorn.  R.  N..  J.  S.  Koepsell.  M.  D..  Freda  Gottfred. 
"Say  ah." 


Christina  Chiles,  Marie  Flanigan,  Elizabeth  Gayman. 
"Books,  mail,  and  Ma." 
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Sally  Hare 
Home  Economics  - 
Child  Development 


Bettylu  Klutznick 
English-Literature 


Lois  Holbrook 
Sociology 


Helen  Koch 
Psychology 


June  Kannowski 
Child  Development 


ma 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT,  BACK  ROW:  Sachs,  Spa'.ding,  Allen.  Peterson,  Demos,  Van  Nest.  Trulen,  Tutt, 
Lindquist,  Young.  Gustavson,  Barbagallo,  Carson,  Vesely,  Baily,  von  Loewe.  FRONT  ROW:  Hoer- 
ner,  Geller,  Cobb,  Cuson,  Bye,  Swan,  Shnurer,  Bond,  Carlson. 


What  was  left  of  our  class  returned  in  September  and  we  started  the  year 
off  with  a  bang  by  electing  Joan  Bye  as  president  of  our  class.  After  senior  day, 
we  jacketless  juniors  marched  and  marched  with  the  traditional  ivy  in  our  hair. 
Our  class  was  depleted  but  we  were  glad  to  greet  Sue  Williams,  Gerry  Swan, 
Bev  Stein,  Sue  Carlson,  Christiane  Dumbard,  Olga  Zarnari,  Sally  Chabucos,  and 
Lillian  Vesely.  Soon  everyone  was  back  in  the  swing  of  exams,  papers,  getting 
in  those  last  few  major  hours  and  carrying  all  those  extra-curricular  activities, 
(dates,  dates,  and  more  dates).  Our  class  certainly  didn't  outshine  the  other 
classes  in  basketball  or  hockey,  but  we  did  try!!  Enthusiasm  wasn't  lacking,  but 
participants  were  it  seemed.  How  sad  we  were  all  to  see  those  seniors  leaving 
but  it  was  certainly  a  feeling  of  accomplishment  to  take  over  the  senior  role. 
Now  we  have  the  worries  of  comprehensives. 
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Fifth  for  bridge? 
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LEFT  TO  RIGHT.  BACK  ROW:  Rockey.  K.  Norton.  Haynes.  S.  Norton.  Statum.  Walker.  Currier. 
Harlowe.  Janson.  Weissenburrjer.  Achilli.  FRONT  ROW:  Brown.  Twomey,  Quitno.  Steven.  Bell. 
Cox,  Chrisinger. 


It  was  fun  to  be  back!  And  those  awful  upperclassmen  could  no  longer 
sing  about  the  greenness  of  the  freshies.  Now  they  wished  we'd  be  drowned  in 
turpentine!  Our  class  had  reduced  considerably  since  our  first  meeting  in  fall 
of  '52.  Two  of  our  freshman  class  officers  failed  to  return,  several  others  were 
lost  through  engagements,  one  even  going  as  far  as  Germany.  Yes,  our  original 
class  membership  dropped,  but  it  was  given  a  push  upward  again  by  the  arrival 
of  some  new  sophs,  both  town  and  dorm  residents.  We  welcomed  into  our  midst 
Edie  Dvmond,  Lee  Currier,  Geri  Brown,  Gwen  Wait,  and  of  course,  Bert  Rockey. 
And  who  could  forget  our  losing  Kati  at  the  end  of  the  first  semester?  It  wasn't 
real  until  we  heard  her  say,  "I  do."  We  didn't  do  too  well  in  basketball,  but 
looked  better  during  volleyball  season.  We  surprised  the  school  by  giving 
them  a  new  kind  of  Sophomore  Day.  We  had  to  finally  declare  a  major,  and 
take  those  "traditional"  Sophomore  Tests.  Lastly,  we  ended  the  first  half  of  our 
college  career  under  President  Cheek,  and  so  had  to  look  elsewhere  for  further 
guidance  and  inspiration. 
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LEFT  TO  RIGHT,  BACK  ROW:  Agee.  Gregorcy,  VanSlyke,  VanFleet,  Schmidt,  Dymond,  Clark, 
Stiegler,  Hillyer.    FRONT  ROW:  Taft.  Munford,  Kitzmiller,  Adams,  Cekal,  Sylvester,  Blackwell. 


Three  Good  Skates 
VanFleet,  B.  Clark,  Wait 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT,  BACK  ROW:  Poggioli.  Cloudman.  Hamm.  Larson.  Vaccarello.  Potter.  Martkrnoni. 
Buell.  Klemmedson.  Landis.  Husbce.  Ramussen.  Norris,  Paton.  FRONT  ROW:  DiGiovanni,  Flickc- 
mann,  Malpass.  Simmons.  Richardson.  Griffiths,  Stebner,  Cobb.  Achilli. 


Yes,  we  were  green — in  September.  But  by  now  we  too  have  caught  the 
"spirit  of  friendship  at  old  R.  C."  The  girl  across  the  hall  was  from  California, 
the  girl  down  the  hall  from  New  York,  and  then  there  always  were  those  gals 
from  Chicago  and  Rockford.  They  said  that  high  school  was  tough,  and  so  we 
asked,  "Who  were  they  kidding?"  We  never  knew  there  was  so  much  to  learn, 
and  in  so  short  a  lime.  Then  thev  gave  us  eleven  o'clock  lights!  Lastly,  we  had 
our  Freshman  Show  right  near  mid  term  exams.  We  reallv  showed  them  that 
the  class  of  '57  had  what  it  takes.  We  came  in  last  in  basketball,  but  certainly  not 
due  to  lack  of  team  spirit  or  interest  in  general.  The  Seniors,  Juniors,  and  Sopho- 
mores had  their  days,  and  then  it  was  our  turn!  We  had  our  customary  picnic 
at  the  college  farm,  the  evening  of  our  day.  The  newness  had  finally  worn  off, 
and  we  anxiously  looked  forward  to  next  year,  when  it  would  be  our  turn  to 
plan  Sophomore  Day! 
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LEFT  TO  RIGHT,  BACK  ROW:  Stella.  Brunst,  Uglum,  Bergstrom,  A.  Mitchell,  Watkins,  Varvayn, 
Wood,  Thayer,  Burnette,  Hall,  Demkier,  Pollard,  Mest,  L.  Mitchell.  FRONT  ROW:  Baird,  Eales, 
Gantert,  Waters,  Suchy,  Williams,  Kramer  Senger,  Rummenie. 


Ulens  Student  Association 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT,  BACK  ROW:  Larson.  Dillinq,  Olson.  McLauahlin.  Wintercorn.  Jefko.  Carlson. 
Cross.    FRONT  ROW:  Barclli.  Worner.  Marx.  Laikin.  Lucas.  Rappa.  Metz. 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT.  BACK  ROW:  Cudia.  Klowcil.  Adami.  Walldcn.  Heinen.  D.  Johnson.  FRONT 
ROW:  Nash,  Smith,  Lundberq.  Fiduccia.  Geisberger.  R.  Johnson.  Spatz. 
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Student 
Qovernment 
Board 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT.  BACK  ROW:  McKenzie.  Tutt.  Doble.  Stanton.  Bell,  Demos,  Richardson.  FRONT 
ROW:  Gannaway,  Bye.  Peterson,  Bridges,  Dargan,  Meads,  Stein. 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT:  Kratky.  Allen,  Dargan,  Doble,  HUlyer. 


Judicial 
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LEFT  TO  RIGHT.  BACK  ROW:  Tavlan,  B.  Clark,  Robbins,  Senger.  FRONT  ROW:  Munford.  Miller, 
Stanton,  Bye,  Bond. 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT:  Cloudman,  Kitzmiller,  VanNest,  Allen,  Hillyer. 


Rockford 
Review 


Drama 
Club 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT,  BACK  ROW:  VanFleet.  Adams.  McKenzie.  Geller,  Allen.  K.  Norton.  VanNest. 
Munford,  Tutt.  Stanton,  Aves.  Martignoni.  Gould.  Miller,  Sachs.  FRONT  ROW:  Swan.  Holbrook. 
Doble,  Trulen.  Mintz,  Meads,  Demos,  Bye,  L.  Mitchell. 


Orchesis 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT.  BACK  ROW:  Rockey,  Allen,  B'.ackwell.  Malpass.  FRONT  ROW:  Ross.  VanFleet 
Poarch,  Westwick,  Simmons. 


m 
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LEFT  TO  RIGHT.  BACK  ROW:  Baird,  B.  Cobb,  Bond,  Schmidt,  Swan.  SECOND  ROW:  Cuson,  Vac- 
carello,  Zarnari,  Janson,  Gantert.    FRONT  ROW:  Hamm,  Dumbard,  Klutznick,  Steven,  Demos. 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT,  BACK  ROW:  Varvayn,  Laugen,  Martinoni,  Trulen,  Statum,  Rummenie,  Senger. 
SECOND  ROW:  Miller,  Carson,  Gustavson,  Andrews.  FRONT  ROW:  Chrisinger,  Blair,  Simmons, 
DiGiovanni,  Norris. 
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Free  Moments 


—a— 
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SPIRITED  ARMY.    LEFT  TO  RIGHT.  BACK  ROW:  Hoemer,  Demos, 


Those  lew  restful  moments. 


Family  Reunion 


Anybody's  ball. 


POOR  HARVARD!  DEFEATED  BUT  STILL  SMILING.  LEFT  TO 
RIGHT.  BACK  ROW:  Taft.  Rockey,  Cekal.  Swan.  FRONT  ROW: 
Burns.  Kramer,  Rieckman,  Stein. 
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Santa  must  have  come  last  night. 


Where's  Puddy? 


Some  reaction! 


II 


Winter  Weekend 


VAU«OITS  BBOTHEBi 
Ibiallw  ».  .  If  B.H 


May  Queen 


The  May  Queen  and  her  court.  Standing: 
Patricia  Palmer  and  Shigeko  Okabe,  attendants. 
Seated:  The  Queen,  Goldia  Dargan. 
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—PATRONS— 

John  R.  Clark 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  F.  Rockey 

Alfred  Kannowski 

E.  S.  Gillespie 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  A.  Mitchell 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindo  Achilli 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Harbit 

Mrs.  JohnH.  Griffiths 

Mrs.  Margaret  H.  Mitchell 

Mrs.  Irene  Hiltenbrand 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Salmon 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Potter 

Mr.  A.  L.  Landis 

Frank  Gannaway 

Dr.  Robert  M.  Robbins 

R.  W.  Malpass 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  Palmer 
Mrs.  Louise  R.  Westwick 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  Gould 

F.  J.  Hasse 
Leslie  McKenzie 
William  J.  Schmidt 
Lester  Huseboe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  U.  T.  Laugen 

Lester  Demkier 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Cekal 

Mrs.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Cox 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Sachs 

L.  Hare 

Mr.  Dargan 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  T.  Barber 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Steven 

Wesley  Aves 

Mr.  Spaulding 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  0.  W.  Bond 
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Bean  Sez! 

"If  We  Can't  Fix 'em 
Nobody  Can" 
Shoemakers  for  Four  Generations 
BEAN  SHOE  SERVICE 
1 14  South  Wyman  Street 


FOLEY'S 
WHOLESALE  DISTRIBUTORS 

Pies  -  Cakes  -  Donuts 

Pies  by  Fasano 

937  Lee  Street  3-6732 


Compliments  of 


MULLER'S  DAIRY 


ICE  CREAM 


Compliments  of 


THE  LAFAYETTE  HOTEL 


"Rockford's  Finest" 
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BLACKHAWK  BOTTLING  CO. 

The  Home  of 
Squirt  -  Bubble  Up 
O-So  Grape  -  Vess  Cola 

308  Morgan  3-3833 


Compliments  of 
EMIL  KELLNER  COMPANY 


Best  Wishes  To  All  Our  Friends 
At  Rockford  College 
ARTHUR  PAOLI  &  SON 

520  6th  Street 


The  Closest  Store  to  Campus 
COLLEGE  AVENUE  GROCER 

414  College  Ave.         Phone  3-9243 
We  Appreciate  Your  Patronage 
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NU-WAY  LAUNDRY,  INC. 

1011  Kilburn  Avenue 
"Bundles  of  Satisfaction" 
Pick-up  and  Delivery  Service 
Dial  2-7789 


Compliments  of 


And 


SELF  SERVICE  LAUNDERETTE 

Open  Evenings  -  Mon.,  Tues.,  Thurs., 
Fn. 

In  back  of  Faust  Hotel 
610  Market  St.  5-4860 


THE  FOTO  SHOP 

Cameras,  Photographic  Supplies, 
Photo  Finishing,  Enlargements. 

Industrial  Graphic  Arts  and 
Professional  Supplies 

423  E.  State  St.  Dial  4-4061 

Rockford,  Illinois 


Continuous  Quality 
Is  Quality  You  Trust 


ROCKFORD  COCA-COLA  COMPANY 


Colonial 

is 


QUAGMIRE  VORTEX  COMPANY 

Spasm,  New  Hampshire 

Estimates  Cheerfully  Furnished 

Local  Representative: 

H.  M.  Stanton,  Downers  Grove,  111. 


CONGRATULATIONS 
AND 
BEST  WISHES 
TO  THE  CLASS.  OF  1954 

Ekstrom  Carlson  &  Company 

ROCKFORD,  ILLINOIS 
MACHINERY  AND  TOOLS  SINCE  1904 
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Compliments  of 


FOREST  CITY  PRINTING  COMPANY 


Rockford,  Illinois 


Professional  Prescription  Service 
At  Rockford's  First 
OPTICAL  CENTER 

Arcade  -  Rockford  Trust  Bldg. 

Phone  5-1832 

Glasses  Fitted 

Latest  Styles  In  Frames 
To  Enhance  Your  Appearance 


Congratulations  to  the 
Class  of  '54 

from 
A  FRIEND 


LABUNSKI  BAKERY 


411  Lincoln  Avenue 


3-9922 
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ERWIN'S  CONFECTIONERY 

501  E.  State 


Compliments  of 


JOHN  CHERRY 


State  &  Madison 
Recreation  Co. 


"The  Home  of  Clean  Recreation" 


LAUNDROMAT 

A-l  Half  Hour  Laundry 
1004  Fourth  Ave.  6  Blocks  East 

Phone  3-7380  for  Washer  Reservation 


Empire  Packing  Co. 


DIVISION  OF  CACCIATORE  &  SONS 


QUALITY  MEATS  SINCE  1919 


ARDEN'S  FLORAL 

"If  You  Are  Going  To  Say  It 
With  Flowers, 
Say  It  With  Ours" 
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